What do you do with your old computing equipment and office machines when you upgrade?

Most people write it off and throw it in a skip with little regard for the environmental implications of their actions.

Electrical and Electronic Waste, including PC's and office equipment, is now a major environmental problem. A problem that is becoming so big it has prompted the European Commission to act by introducing new draft legislation that will require each of us to ensure that retired equipment is recovered and recycled for re-use. 

Already unlimited fines can be imposed for not carrying out your Duty of Care to safely dispose of your waste. With chemicals such as lead, cadmium, mercury and chromium common in waste computers the introduction of the new WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) directive is likely to see a far more stringent and heavy enforcement of waste law than we have ever seen before.

	NATURAL RESOURCES USED IN THE MANUFACTURING OF DESKTOP COMPUTERS

	
There are approximately 6 pounds of ABS or polystyrene plastics found in a standard desktop computer system which includes a CPU, monitor, keyboard and mouse.

Each pound of plastic requires 2 cups of crude oil and 50 cubic feet of natural gas to manufacture.

Thus each new computer system requires 1 1/2 gallons of crude oil and 300 cubic feet of natural gas to manufacture.

MATERIALS FOUND IN A TON OF RANDOM ELECTRONIC BOARDS
MATERIAL
LBS/TON
MATERIAL
LBS/TON
Plastics

600

Gold

1

Copper

286

Cadmium

.79

Iron

90

Tantalum

.38

...
... 

Molybdenum

.31

Bromine

56

Palladium

.25

Lead

54

Beryllium

.18

Tin

44

Cobalt

.17

Nickel

40

Cerium

.10

Antimony

22

Platinum

.07

Zinc

9

Lanthanum

.06

Silver

1

Mercury

.02
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	WEEE DRAFT DIRECTIVE OVERVIEW

	
The European Commission has produced a draft directive that has become known as - the WEEE directive (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) - it will affect the way companies dispose of redundant IT products including personal computers and other office machines. The Directive will require that end-of-lifecycle equipment is collected for recovery, recycling and re-use. 

The following timescale is likely to apply to the introduction of this proposed legislation:

· European Parliament Second Reading - April 2002 

· Conciliation process - July 2002 

· Adoption of Directives - Late 2002 

· Member States transposition by Mid 2004

	


